 

VAGINA STORIES
in Dutch sign language and spoken Dutch

From September 2003
Vagina Stories is based on Eve Ensler’s well-known Vagina Monologues and on interviews with deaf women. Wherever the Vagina Monologues were staged - in London, Paris, New York, Berlin, Barcelona or Amsterdam – they were the talk of the town. It was a show that created quite a stir.

The American writer Eve Ensler interviewed more than two hundred women of different ages and backgrounds about their vaginas and everything related to that subject. She asked those women challenging questions. 'If your vagina could speak, what would it say?' In the beginning a lot of women had problems talking about their ‘private parts’, but once they got started they couldn’t stop.
The interviews formed the basis for the Vagina Monologues stage text. Comical, critical, moving, provocative, poetic and painful monologues.

In Vagina Stories, five monologues have been replaced by stories of deaf women.
From September 2003 Vagina Stories can be seen all over the Netherlands. Eighteen actresses, nine deaf and nine hearing women, tell the stories in Dutch sign language and in spoken Dutch.
Besides text and signs, movement and song also play an important role in this unique performance. A feast for the eye for the hearing as well as the deaf audience.

Text: Eve Ensler, Mieke Julien

Interviews: Mieke Julien, Perwin Schol, Aukje Bijlsma

Translation English/Dutch: Mieke Julien

Translation Dutch/Dutch sign language: Mindy Brown with Perwin Schol and Inge Vink

Director: Mieke Julien Assistant to the director: Hilde Salverda

Choreography: Beppie Blankert

Styling: Elianne van Dorp Lighting: Roos van Kooy

Graphic design: Hilde Salverda Poster photo: Bert Nienhuis

Press photography: Syll Schaap

Producer: Teja Vossen Assistant to the producer: Perwin Schol

Sales: Reina Drewes Commercial manager: Wouter Overgaauw

Cast: Merel Bon, Iris Diamant, Reina Drewes, Marian Fritschy, Alma Gerritsen, Will Hendriks, Gretha Huisjes, Josine Kuys, Ellen Lennaertz, Felice van Luijk, Orissa Oldenburger, Perwin Schol, Marianne van der Staay, Lize Teunissen, Nathaly Tweeboom, Bea Visser, Ria de Vries.

Handtheater is the only theatre company in the Netherlands that offers bi-lingual performances in Dutch sign language and spoken Dutch. Handtheater is structurally subsidised by the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture & Science, the Ministry of Traffic & Public Works and the Amsterdam Council.

The staging of the Vagina Stories is sponsored by the Dutch Fund for Amateur and Theatrical Arts, the VSB Fund, the Dutch Fund for Literary Production and Translations and the National Revalidation Fund.
